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NERR NEWS is Good News!  

January 2010 issue  
 
   

Happy New Year! If you haven’t figured out your news year’s resolutions I have a suggestion – Resolve 

to get outdoors more! Resolve to unplug from technology and from workaholism: turn off the blackberry/ 

TV/ computer and spend more time outside with your friends and family.  As well as burning off the extra 

calories consumed over Christmas and New Year, it's a great opportunity to discover - or rediscover - 

your local environment. We have a great number of local, state and federal parks in our area perfect for 

experiencing the outdoors. Check out some of our outdoor activities listed below or plan a hike or a picnic 

to a great outdoor destination. When at the beach this time of year, don’t forget to keep an eye out for the 

North Atlantic right whales. (Whale sighting reports should be directed to the toll-free Marine Resources 

Counsel Whale Hotline, (888) 979-425) http://staugustine.com/news/local-news/2009-12-18/first-right-

whale-spotted  

 

If getting in shape or losing weight is one of your new year’s resolutions than you don’t want to miss out 

on the Friends of the GTM Reserve’s first annual Trail Run on Sunday, February 7, 2:00 pm. This will 

be a 5K and 10K TRAIL RUN, "Celebrating 10 years of Research and Conservation". It is limited to the 

first 100 runners, so don’t wait too long to sign up. Visit www.GTMNERR.org for more info and to 

register. 

 

We have received a bit more information about the upcoming reconstruction of the GTM Environmental 

Education Center roof and AC system. It looks like work may begin in February but we will be able to 

keep the Center open for a good bit of the reconstruction. We will have more details and info in the 

February issue of NERR NEWS. 

 

-Janet Zimmerman, Assistant Manager  
GTM Research Reserve 
505 Guana River Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 
904-823-4500  
 

 
 

 

BIRDING NEWS: by Linda Melching 

Eagle Watch: The eaglet has hatched!  Based upon recorded observations, it was estimated that 

the Bald Eagle egg(s) might hatch as early as mid-December.  Observations of the adult eagles 

throughout the past two weeks (more visits to the nest, both adults away from the nest 

simultaneously), led monitors to suspect that hatching had in fact, occurred.  Thanks to staff 

http://staugustine.com/news/local-news/2009-12-18/first-right-whale-spotted
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observers, Stephanie W. and Angel, it seems as though one of the chick(s) was actually “caught” 

peering above the edge of the nest, on Dec 28.  Quite the New Year’s gift! 

 

The Great Backyard Bird Count:  The 13
th

 annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is 

coming soon!   For those that are not familiar with the GBBC, it is a free, annual, four day event, 

wherein thousands of volunteers of all ages and levels of birding experience around the country, 

conduct a count of birds observed in their own backyards, local parks or wildlife refuges. 

The GBBC takes place February 12-15, 2010.  Taking part in the GBBC is a great way to get 

outside with family and friends, help birds, and have fun, all at the same time.  Anyone can take 

part, from novice bird watchers to experts.  Participants can count birds for as little as 15 minutes 

or a long as desired, on one or more days of the count.  The GTM Research Reserve wants to 

encourage participation and assist those that may be interested in counting, but not sure how to 

become involved. 

 

A one hour workshop will be provided on Saturday, Feb 13, at 9:00 a.m.  The free workshop will 

provide an overview of the GBBC, instructions on how to submit observations, and a brief 

introduction to backyard bird identification.  A short walk/count will take place after the 

workshop, for interested participants.  Those attending should be 8 years of age (with parent) and 

above. For more information about the GBBC, visit the website at www.birdcount.org. 

  

GTM RESEARCH RESERVE TO TEACH SUSTAINABLE LIVING PRACTICES 

-- offered to homeowner’s associations in communities adjacent to the reserve boundaries— 

The Guana Tolomato Matanzas (GTM) National Estuarine Research Reserve’s Education 

Department has developed a new course entitled “Think Eco-Logically.” The program consists 

of a series of seven weekly classes designed to help provide the most recent information and 

trends in eco-friendly lifestyles to area residents. Included in the course, which will kick off in 

January 2010, are lessons on how to conserve natural resources, save on household expenditures 

and decrease environmental impact.   

 

Linda Krepp, GTM Research Reserve Sustainable Living and Outreach Educator, will offer the 

course to homeowner’s associations in communities adjacent to reserve management boundaries, 

including St. Johns and northern Flagler Counties. Nocatee, Palencia, Ponte Vedra Beach and 

Palm Valley northern beach communities will have the first opportunity to sign up for the course. 

Krepp is also training a team of eight GTM Research Reserve volunteers who will hopefully be 

able to take the program beyond reserve boundaries and into the broader Northeast Florida 

communities.  

 

Highlights of the course include an introduction to sustainable living, water conservation and 

water quality, going native with Florida friendly plants versus exotic invasive plants, and 

reducing household and hazardous chemical consumption including how to make ’green’ natural 

cleaning products at home. Participants will also have an opportunity to compare their home 

utility bills prior to, and after, completing the course. 

 

Lifestyles can become environmentally and economically unsustainable when natural resources 

start to decline in heavily populated areas which can lead to a degraded quality of life for human 

http://www.birdcount.org/


populations. By following the “Think Eco-Logically” guidelines homeowners can learn how to 

live in a way that is more “green” – for the environment and their wallets. 

 

To learn more about this and other GTM research and education programs, contact the reserve’s 

Education Center at (904) 823-4500. The GTM Research Reserve’s primary mission is to 

conduct scientific research, educate the public, and protect, conserve and restore natural 

resources.   

 

Update on Butterfly monitoring by Andrew Thornton 

We finished up our butterfly monitoring for the 2009 

season, and I thought people might like a little update.  

We finished the year with 49 species, with a total count 

of 1432 individual butterflies.  This brings us up to 61 

total species recorded on the Research Reserves, a very 

impressive number. 

 

This will be a long-term monitoring project, so we will 

be looking at trends in individual species over time.  

Although comparing between two years isn’t going to be 

significant, we’ve already seen some interesting 

differences between 2008 and 2009.  Probably a lot of 

these differences can be related to the colder than average winter we had early this year. 

 

A neat little observation we had on survey that I thought I would share (see above photo), we had 

several Scarlet-bodied Wasp Moths (Cosmosoma myrodora) nectaring on the Spanish Needle on 

the dam (Bidens alba).  A very colorful moth, they are wasp mimics, as you could probably 

guess from the name. 

 

Matanzas Outstanding 

Florida Waters Public 

Workshop 

The Florida Department 

of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) has 

scheduled a public 

workshop to discuss a 

proposal to designate 

certain waters within the 

Matanzas River basin in 

St. Johns and northern 

Flagler Counties as 

Outstanding Florida 

Waters (OFW).   

7pm Tuesday, January 

19, 2010 at City of St 

Augustine City 



Hall/Lightner Building, Alcazar Room, 75 King St., St. Augustine, Florida 32084 

 

The Department is inviting your participation at this public workshop.  All points of view are 

desired, and your comments (either oral or written) on this subject will be appreciated.  The 

intent of an OFW designation is to prevent deterioration of existing water quality. The primary 

effect of an OFW designation is that new activities that require DEP permit (wastewater 

discharges for example) must meet higher standards. Generally, permits cannot be issued for new 

direct discharges of pollutants into an OFW that would result in lowering of existing water 

quality. New indirect pollutant discharges (i.e., discharges to tributaries or adjacent waters of the 

OFW) also must not significantly degrade the OFW. Stormwater management facilities and 

certain dredge and fill activities that require a permit from SJRWMD can also be affected by an 

OFW designation. 

 

Additional information regarding Outstanding Florida Waters may be found on the Department’s 

website at: http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wqssp/surface.htm If you have any questions, please 

contact Janet Klemm in Tallahassee (telephone (850)245-8427) or via email at: 

janet.klemm@dep.state.fl.us.  

 

 

Activities at the GTM Research Reserve 
* Please note: Brown Bag Lunch Lecture are at a new location while the 

Environmental Education Center undergoes some AC and roof repairs.* 

 

 

“FIRST SATURDAY DRAWING ON THE WILD SIDE” --Learn the basics of drawing 

outdoors while enjoying the trails at the River to Sea Preserve at Marineland-- 

The GTM Research Reserve will offer a monthly trail walk from their Marineland location 

where beginning artists will learn sketching techniques right in the middle of nature.  Taught by 

artist/writer Susan van Hoek, former Art Instructor at Indian River Community College, and 

presently a GTM Research Reserve Educator, these courses will primarily be conducted on the 

River to Sea Preserve nature trail and will be held the first Saturday of the month from 9:30 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. beginning January 2
nd

 (next class Feb 6). This once a month class will not be a 

structured course and participants need not attend on a regular basis.  The basics of drawing 

outdoors and advanced techniques will be reviewed individually each month.  Participants must 

bring their own supplies.  A suggested donation of $5.00 per class may be made to the Friends of 

the GTM Reserve.  Registration is required.  Please call Susan at (904) 461-4057 for suggested 

supply list, details regarding the class and to enroll.  The GTM Research Reserve at Marineland 

is located at 9741 Ocean Shore Blvd., St. Augustine. 

 

BROWN BAG LUNCH LECTURE “Climate Change: Impacts on Coastal Florida” 

Come join us for our January brown bag lunch lecture at noon on Friday, January 8
th

 at the South 

Ponte Vedra Beach Civic Association building located at 2724 South Ponte Vedra Blvd (A1A), a 

few blocks south of the GTM Environmental Education Center. Our speaker will be Maia 

McGuire, PhD; Florida Sea Grant Extension Agent, who will present the topic “Climate Change: 

Impacts on Coastal Florida”.  There is no cost to attend the lecture. 

 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wqssp/surface.htm
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GTM RESEARCH RESERVE OFFERS TEACHER WORKSHOP 

--Offered to elementary and middle school teachers-- 

The GTM Research Reserve will offer a professional development teacher workshop for 

elementary and middle school teachers from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 9
th

 at 

the Environmental Education Center located at 505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach.  This 

Teacher’s Estuary In-Service workshop is developed to help teachers become comfortable and 

proficient with estuarine and watershed concepts, the GTM Research Reserve site and will 

provide guidance for environmental education.  This workshop is intended to give teachers 

choice in designing and leading successful field trips to the Reserve.  There is no cost to attend 

the workshop.  To register contact Diana Eissing at (904) 823-4500 or 

Diana.Eissing@dep.state.fl.us 

 

FRIENDS OF THE GTM RESERVE BOARD MEETING 

The Friends of the GTM Reserve will hold its monthly board meeting on Tuesday, January 12
th

 

from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Environmental Education Center.  The public is invited to 

attend.  Location subject to change due to building renovations.  Please call to confirm. For 

information please contact Teri Webley at (904) 823-4527.   

 

SHARKS OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA January 16th, 1pm 

Join us for an overview of the many species of sharks that call our waters home. From the small 

bonnethead that travels through our estuaries; to the great white, which migrates from the 

northern Atlantic to our continental shelf for winter. These apex predators are vital to the health 

of our ecosystems because of their role in keeping prey species in check. While shark attacks on 

people are extremely rare, we will cover how to be safer in the water while dispelling some of 

the myths attached to sharks. Attendees will also find out how to help shark species in decline, 

both here and abroad. The talk will be held in the GTM Environmental Education Center. Only 

25 seats available. Reserve your spot at (904) 823-4500. 

 

CREATURE FEATURE: The Florida Softshell Turtle January 30
th

, 1pm 

Softshell turtles may be the strangest looking turtle in North Florida. They have eyes on the top 

of their head, tubular snouts, extremely long necks and a soft leathery shell. Preferring mostly 

still waters, they can be found in most freshwater bodies throughout Florida. Able to inflict a 

painful bite, individuals have either a very docile or very aggressive temperament. Attendees will 

learn about these turtles and have a chance to interact with our juvenile softshell at the reserve 

and will also be given a behind the scenes tour. Regular admission to the education center is $2 

an adult and $1 for kids 10-17. Call (904) 823-4500 to reserve your seats.   

  

First Annual Trail Run for the Reserve 

Please sign up and join us Sunday, February 7, 2010 2:00 pm for the first annual GTM 

RESERVE 5K and 10K TRAIL RUN. This run helps us to kick off our 10
th

 anniversary events  

"Celebrating 10 years of Research and Conservation". This event will benefit the Friends of the 

GTM Reserve and support reserve management and activities. Limited to 100 runners. Visit 

www.GTMNERR.org for more info and to register online. 

 

Guana Star Gazing Kayak Tour Jan 9
th

, 5pm-7:30pm 
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Watch the sun go down and enjoy an incredible view of the night sky in one of the quietest 

estuaries in North Florida from the stable platform of our glowing "firefly" kayaks.  This tour is 

led by a certified interpreter.  Emphasis will be on the heavens and all that is natural at Guana! 

Relax and enjoy this serene sensation.  $50 per person includes all kayaking equipment, and 

pictures from the tour!  No experience required. Call (904)823-4527 for more info or visit 

http://www.gtmnerr.org/events.htm 

 

Kayak Fishing at Guana Jan 1,12,18,23 
Enjoy the serenity only attainable in a kayak while learning how to sustainably kayak fish in one 

of the finest estuaries in Florida, the Guana River! Come see why kayak fishing is one of the 

fastest growing sports in Florida and learn fishing conservation from a Florida Master Naturalist 

including proper catch and release techniques and the use of circle hooks to minimize impact and 

to protect our fisheries for future generations. 1/2 day trips including fully equipped Hobie pedal 

drive kayaks for hands free fishing, all high quality Shimano rods and reels, appropriate bait and 

tackle, and photographs of the catch are $150 for one participant or $250 for two.  All 

participants must have a current Florida Saltwater Fishing License available 

at www.myfwc.com.  Call (904)823-4527 for more info or visit 

http://www.gtmnerr.org/events.htm  

 

Guana River Sunset Kayak Tour:  Jan 1,2,3,10,16,17,23, 24, 30, and 31  

Come and experience a natural exploration of the pristine waters of the Guana River in an 

extraordinary ambient twilight sunset. Dolphins, bald eagles, and many other estuary dependent 

species salute the sunset over the Guana River on this two-hour exploration of the GTM 

Research Reserve.  The stability of the glowing "firefly" kayaks are the perfect viewing platform 

to relax, reflect and enjoy these wonders of nature.  No experience required. Cost for this event is 

$50 per person and is appropriate for ages 12 and up.  All kayaking equipment, instruction, 

guided tour, and photos are included.  Call the Friends of the GTM Reserve for more info at 

(904)823-4527 or visit http://www.gtmnerr.org/events.htm  

 

Guana Ecological Kayak Tour January 2, 6, 8, 12, 14, 18, 21, 28 at 10:00am 

A comprehensive natural exploration of one of the most productive ecosystems on the planet. 

 Emphasis will be placed on everything native and natural in this classic Florida estuary.  Come 

see why Guana was voted the best place to canoe or kayak in Jacksonville in Folio Weekly's Best 

of 2008 and 2009.  No experience required! Paddling and safety protocol taught at the beginning 

of every tour!  $50 per person includes park entry fee, admission into the Environmental 

Educational Center, all kayaking equipment, and pictures from the tour!  Call the Friends of the 

GTM Reserve for more info at (904)823-4527 

 

Guana Full Moon Kayak Tour Jan 29
th

, 5pm-7:30pm 
Come and experience the extraordinary ambient twilight setting of the sun over the Guana River 

while the full moon rises over the Atlantic Ocean. Osprey, bald eagles, and many other estuary 

dependent species salute the sunset over the Guana River on this two-hour exploration of the 

GTM Research Reserve. The stability of the tandem touring kayak is the perfect viewing 

platform to relax, reflect and enjoy these wonders of nature. $50 per person. Call the Friends of 

the GTM Reserve for more info at (904)823-4527 
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Astronomy Kayak Tour at Guana on Valentine's Day February 14
th

, 6-8pm 

 

Watch the sun go down and enjoy an incredible view of the night sky in one of the quietest 

estuaries in North Florida from the stable platform of our glowing "firefly" kayaks.  This tour is 

led by a certified interpreter and will include an educational journey into our galaxy and beyond 

with folklore, mythology, and astronomy for beginners. Relax and enjoy this serene sensation 

and bring your significant other on this unique romantic getaway on Valentine's Day.  $55 per 

person includes all kayaking equipment, and pictures from the tour!  No experience required. 

 Call the Friends of the GTM Reserve (904) 823-4527 for more info. 

 

 

Other Nature related Activities in the area 
The events/activities listed below take place at a variety of locations around St Johns, Duval and 
Flagler County. Please be sure to make note of their location. 
 
National Heritage Area meeting- Management Models of National Heritage Areas 
The next public meeting of the proposed Nation's Oldest Port National Heritage Area is January 
27, 2010, at 8:30 a.m. at the Hampton Inn St. Augustine Beach, 430 A1A Beach Blvd., St. Augustine, 
FL 32080.   Guest speaker Dr. Jonathan Mabry, Chairman of Santa Cruz Valley Heritage Alliance and City 
of Tucson Historic Preservation Officer, will present "Management Models of National Heritage 
Areas." The South Beaches Business Council of the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce will host the 
event.  Please RSVP to Leslie White at lwhite@staugustinelighthouse.com  or call 765-610-1684 prior 
to January 14, 2010. 
   
Special Events at Fort Matanzas National Monument For additional information visit 
http://www.nps.gov/foma or call 904-471-0116. 
January 2       Living History Day at the Fort Cannon firing on all tours except 9:30 and 4:30 
January 9       Bird Walk with Veronica 9:30 - 11:30 am Meet at the visitor center 
January 23    Fourth Saturday of the Month Nature Program- “Survival in the Maritime Forest”  Ranger-
guided walk,  9:30 - 11:00 am.  Meet at the picnic area  
January 30   Torchlight Tours  (British-themed on Full Moon) 6:00, 6:45, 7:30, and 8:15 $7.00; children 3 
and under are free. Tickets go on sale Jan. 16, 2010 
The first or second Saturday of each month is “Living History Day” with re-enactors and cannon firing.  
On the fourth Saturday, Ranger Linda presents a nature walk or activity, and a bird walk is offered on 
either the first or second Saturday.  For more information, call the park at 904-471-0116 or check our 
website--   www.nps.gov/foma 
 
Special Events at Fort Mose Historical State Park 
http://www.floridastateparks.org/fortmose/default.cfm  
Bird Walk at Fort Mose State Historic Park – Sunday, January 17, 8:30-10:30 a.m.  
Come meet the birds at Fort Mose State Historic Park.  Led by a park volunteer, this fun, informative 
walk is open to the public and to birders of all levels.  We’ll walk the boardwalk, see the rookery, and 
visit the education building.  Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars and a field guide if you 
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have one.  Walks are free; park entrance fee applies.  Fort Mose is on Highway 1, one mile north of 
Route 16.   
 4TH ANNUAL GREAT AIR POTATO ROUNDUP: January 16, 2010, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Fort Mose Historic State Park invites the public to participate in a fun day of air potato picking helping 
preserve and restore a natural community by removing the invasive plant Air Potato. Volunteers should 
bring gloves, wear long pants, comfortable shoes and be prepared to get dirty. Water, trash bags, and 
sunscreen will be provided.  This event is free and open to the public.  
 
Special Events for Washington Oaks Gardens State Park 
http://www.floridastateparks.org/washingtonoaks/default.cfm  
The Friends of Washington Oaks new gift shop will be open from 11am-3pm Fri, Sat and Sundays. 
Special plant sales are held the second Saturday of every month. 
 1/23: Friends Fourth Saturday Gardening Forum with Liz Morrison 
Join the Friends Fourth Saturday Gardening Forum as Liz Morrison, a master in the garden, shares her 
tips and tricks for successful plants in your yard, on the patio and in your home each month on the 
Fourth Saturday at the Friends Garden Forum beginning at 10:30 am at Washington Oaks Gardens State 
Park.  On Saturday, the 23rd of  January, her topic will be "Growing Plants Indoors".  Admission, which 
includes the regular Park Admission, is $15 for individuals and $25 for couples. All proceeds benefit the 
park for enhancement of current and new facilities. For more information about this event contact the 
Friends at 386-446-6783, or www.washingtonoaks.org  Participation is limited 
 
Special Events for Anastasia State Park http://www.floridastateparks.org/anastasia/default.cfm 
Bird Walk at Anastasia State Park – Sunday, January 10, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
Come meet the birds at Anastasia State Park.  Led by a park volunteer, this fun, informative walk is open 
to the public and to birders of all levels.  The park is a great place to see shorebirds, warblers and more. 
Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars and a field guide if you have one.  Walks are free; park 
entrance fee applies.  Meet at Island Joe’s Shop at the end of the park road.   
 
National Invasive Species Awareness Week January 10

th
 – 16

th
, 2010 

Invasive species are one of the greatest threats to biodiversity.   They have directly contributed to the 

decline of 42% of threatened and endangered species in the US and the annual cost of invasive species to 

the US economy is around $120 billion a year.  To learn more about invasive plants, visit: 
www.floridainvasives.org or www.fleppc.org   
 

 4th Annual First Coast Air Potato Round up, Saturday January 16th, 9am-12pm 
Come Join in the Fun and Help Preserve Our Conservation Lands. Volunteers are needed to come help 
clean our parks and preserves from Air Potato vine (Dioscoreabulbifera) andother non-native invasive 
plants that overtake our natural areas. Non-native, invasive species smother our native plants and trees 
and are one of the highest ecological threats to natural communities in Florida. So gather all your friends 
and family, and plan on participating in this fun event that will help preserve our natural areas! No 
registration necessary unless you are bringing a large group. Just head over to one of the 12 work sites! 
Prizes awarded for the two largest potatoes found! If you can’t make it to one of the official work sites, 
help stop the spread by removing invasive plants from your own property! For more information call 
Emily Montgomery at 904-823-2291 or the Nature Conservancy Office at 904-598-0004  
 
Invasive Plant Round up Saturday January 16th, 9am-12pm: For information for the different sites, 
please call listed site captains. To learn more about invasive plants, visit: www.floridainvasives.org or 
www.fleppc.org   
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 University of North Florida  
1 UNF Drive, Jacksonville, FL 
32224-7699 
www.unf.edu/campus  
(come to building 6, parking lot 9,  
inside the loop road, to the right 
side) 
Site Captain: John Moscarillo 
Phone: 904-620-1375 
j.moscarillo@unf.edu 

Eganõs Creek Greenway 
adjacent to Eganõs Creek 
Greenway corner of Jasmine St. & 
CitronaDr.,  
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 
www.ourgreenway.org  
Site Captain: Kathy Russell 
Phone: 904-277-7350 ext. 2016 
krussell@fbfl.org 

Fort MoseHistoric State Park  
15 Fort MoseTrail, St. Augustine, FL 
32095 Meet in the parking lot  @ the 
picnic pavilion  
www.floridastateparks.org/fortmo
se 
Site Captain: Kathryn Getz 
Phone: 904-823-2232 
Kathryn.Davis@dep.state.fl.us 

Jacksonville Arboretum & 
Garden  
1445 MillcoeRd., Jacksonville, FL 
32225 
www.jacksonvillearboretum.org  
Site Captain: Trish Gramajo-St. 
John 
Phone: 904-598-0004 
tgramajo@TNC.ORG 

St. Augustine Lighthouse  
81 Lighthouse Ave. 
St. Augustine, FL 32080 
Site Captain: Amy Meide  
Phone: 904-209-0802 
ameide@sjcfl.us 

Tree Hill Nature Center  
7152 Lone Star Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32211 
www.treehill.org  
Site Captain: Lucy Cortese 
Phone: 904-724-4646 

Ron Parker Park  
607 Old Beach Road 
St. Augustine, FL 32080 
Site Captain: Emily Montgomery  
Phone: 904-823-2291 
Emily.Montgomery@d ep.state.fl.us 

Crosby Sanctuary,  
Duval Audubon Society  
427 Aquarius Concourse,  
Orange Park, FL 32073 
www.DuvalAudubon.org  
Site Captain: Pete Johnson 
Phone: 904-536-4806 
petejohnson71@bellsouth.net 

Jacksonville University  
Village Apartments  
http://www.ju. edu/JU_admissio
ns_campus_map_F09.pdf 
Site Captain: NisseGoldberg 
Phone: 904-256-7322 
ngoldbe@ju.edu 

Tillie Fowler Regional Park  
(formerly Westside Regional) 
7000 Roosevelt Blvd., 
Jacksonville, FL 32244 
www.coj.net, Recreation & Cmty.  
Site Captain: Jean Schubert  
Phone: 904-573-2498 
Schubert@coj.net 

Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens  
370 Zoo Parkway Jacksonville, FL  
Volunteers meet @ the zoo Picnic 
Grove at the back of the main 
parking lot.  
Site Captain: Matt Lemonds 
Phone: 904-757-4463 ext.176. 
lemondsm@jacksonvillezoo.org 

Howell Park  
Corner of Palm Ave. & Magnolia 
St.,  
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233 
www.coab.us, Parks & Recreation  
Site Captain: HallieStevens 
Phone: 904-859-5319 
hstevens@tnc.org 

 
Florida Master Naturalist Class offered at Whitney Lab 
Training in Florida’s Coastal systems, the second of three ecosystem modules included in the FMNP, will 
be available at the Whitney Laboratory in the town of Marineland, and completion of the 40-hour 
program results in registration in the UF-IFAS Master Naturalist Program database as a FMNP Coastal 
Systems Naturalist. Course Dates: Start on Monday, February 8th and runs every Monday and Friday 
from 9:00am to 4:30pm with graduation on February 26th.  Register at  www.MasterNaturalist.org, and 
click on “Course Offerings” for specific class times. Cost: $225, which includes all field trips, 40 contact 
hours of instruction, a comprehensive student reference workbook, and, upon completion, registration 
in the UF FMNP database as a Coastal Naturalist. A UF-IFAS certificate of achievement, embroidered 
FMNP patch, and FMNP Coastal lapel pin also will be provided at completion. For more information 
about the Coastal System Module training or about the FMNP in general, contact Chris Kelly at (904)347-
1565  or log on to the official FMNP Web site at www.MasterNaturalist.org. 
 
Florida Master Naturalist Class in Clay County 
The Coastal Systems Module of the Florida Master Naturalist Program (FMNP) will be offered Monday 
and Wednesday evenings from 6:00-9:00 pm, February 1-24, 2010, and includes three Saturday field 
trips. Classes will be held at the Clay County Extension Office, 2463 State Rd. 16 W. Green Cove Springs. 
This non-credit coastal ecology course covers the flora and fauna of our local coastal systems. Hobbyists, 
novices and professionals alike tend to enjoy and benefit from this course.  
The $225 cost for this 40-hour course includes two comprehensive workbooks and three instructors 
covering all topics. Class size is limited. To register online and obtain more information about the 
specific course and fieldtrips go to http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/fmnp/cs10-02.htm or contact Lynn 
Lisenby at biology1@att.net or 278-0010, or Ray Zerba, rzerba@ufl.edu   
 

 

***** OUT ON THE NET ***** 

http://www.masternaturalist.org/
http://masternaturalist.org/
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/fmnp/cs10-02.htm
mailto:biology1@att.net
mailto:rzerba@ufl.edu


For additional information, you might want to check out the following websites. These links are simply 
resources we think may help you enrich your perspective. By listing these websites, the GTM NERR is not 

automatically endorsing or verifying the accuracy of their content unless explicitly stated. 
Florida's GTMNERR site: www.FloridaCoasts.org/gtm  
National GTM National Estuarine Research Reserves: http://nerrs.noaa.gov/gtm 

Friends of the GTM Reserve: www.gtmnerr.org  
Job site for the GTM Reserve and State of Florida: peoplefirst.myflorida.com  
Florida’s State Parks:  http://www.floridastateparks.org/ 
Fort Matanzas National Monument: http://www.nps.gov/foma  
Florida Sea Grant: http://stjohns.ifas.ufl.edu/sea/seagrant.htm 
Guana River Wildlife Management Area: http://myfwc.com/recreation/guana_river/whentovisit.asp  
River to Sea Preserve at Marineland: http://www.flaglerparks.com/riversea/preserve.htm  
Scenic A1A website http://www.scenica1a.org  

 

 

*****GTM Research Reserve CALENDAR of EVENTS***** 
**All programs listed below are held at the GTMNERR Environmental Education Center in South Ponte 
Vedra Beach unless noted otherwise. Programs and times are subject to change. Due to limited space, 
reservations are requested for programs. Please call 904-823-4500 for more details. Environmental 
Education Center admission: Adults $2, Age 10—17 $1, under age 10 Free. Costs for most programs are 
included with your entrance fee, unless otherwise noted. 
 
January 
Fri*Jan 1    STATE HOLIDAY – Environmental Education Center CLOSED 
Sat* Jan 2* 930am – 1130am First Saturday drawing class at River to Sea Preserve at Marineland 
Fri * Jan 8 * Noon to 1pm            Brown Bag Lunch Lecture 
Sat * Jan 9 * 9am – 1pm  Teacher Workshop 
Tues * Jan 12 * 5pm to 6pm        Friends of the GTM Reserve Board Meeting 
Mon * Jan 18                                  STATE HOLIDAY-EEC Closed 
Sat * Jan 30 * 1pm  Creature Feature 
 
February 
Sat* Feb 6 * 930am – 1130am First Saturday drawing class at River to Sea Preserve at Marineland 
Sun * Feb 7 * 2:00 pm   first annual GTM RESERVE 5K and 10K TRAIL RUN 
 
For up to date list of activities go to www.gtmnerr.org 
 *Programs and times are subject to change.  Please call 904-823-4500 to reserve a place or for more 
details. 
 

 ***** SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE INFORMATION ********** 
To subscribe or unsubscribe to GTM NERR News, send e-mail to Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us Use 
subject line: GTMNERR News. In the body of your e-mail message type your name and email address 
and request to subscribe or unsubscribe. Questions, comments or corrections? Contact Janet 
Zimmerman, GTM Reserve Assistant Manager at 505 Guana River Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082  
Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us or 904-823-4500. 
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